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Patty Bain – Co-chair Fundraising, Chris Buckingham – Director of 

Recruiting and Retention, Diana Busche – Sergeant at Arms, Gwen 

Christensen - Secretary, Sheila Fitzgerald – Co-Chair Programs, Christine 

Fortier – Director of Communications, Kristin Gochenour – Vice 

President/President Elect, Cheryl McCall – Board Advisor, Lori Mitera – 

Interim Treasurer and Sharon Mize – Co-Chair Fundraising.  Thank you so 

much for your support, your ear, your shoulder and your unending 

dedication to making this Chapter the best it can be!  And of course thank 

you to Darlis Vauble for her service on the Corporate Board as a Director.  

Her term extends into this next year so let’s continue to offer our support as 

she continues on this journey with our new Corporate President Jill Gaffney 

of EWI Spokane. 

Speaking of Spokane, we are so excited to have 6 members from the EWI 

Omaha chapter attending the 2016 LCAM this week.  We are anxious to hear 

the plan for the present and the future of EWI and to drink up all of the 

knowledge and inspiration that is offered to us during the conference.  This 

trip will give us the opportunity to reconnect with old friends and the chance 

to make new ones from all over the country.  We will be re-ignited with 

energy, enthusiasm and fresh ideas to bring back to EWI Omaha.  I know 

Kristin Gochenour, your incoming President, will have all sorts of creative 

and innovative plans that will stem from her experience at this year’s LCAM.   

Continued on page 3 

 
President’s Message 

 

Dr. Seuss once said “Don’t cry because it’s 

over.  Smile because it happened.”  As I write 

my final letter as President of EWI Omaha, I 

can’t help but smile.  This year for EWI 

Omaha has been full of challenges, 

opportunities to engage and ignite others 

and full of accolades.  I am humbled and 

honored to have served as your CEO for the 

past year.  Of course I couldn’t have made it 

through without all of the ladies of EWI 

Omaha but especially my Board of Directors, 

Patty Bain – Co-chair Fundraising, Chris 

Buckingham – Director of Recruiting and 

Retention, Diana Busche, – Sergeant at 

Arms, Gwen Christensen - Secretary, Sheila 

Fitzgerald – Co-Chair Programs, 

2015-2016  
Officers and Directors 

 

President 
Jamie Borman, Renaissance Financial 

Jamie.borman@rfconline.com 
 

Vice President/President-Elect 
Kristin Gochenour, Greater Omaha 

Chamber 
kgochenour@omahachamber.org 

 

Secretary 
Gwen Christensen, Alorica 

gwen.christensen@alorica.com 
 

Acting Treasurer 
Lori Mitera, West Asset Management 

lmitera@west.com 
 

Sergeant-At-Arms 
Diana Busche, Bland and Associates 

dbusche@blandcpa.com 
 

Program Directors 
Lori Mitera, West Asset Management 

lmitera@west.com 
Sheila Fitzgerald, Blooms 

sheila@omahablooms.com 
 

Communications Director 
Christine Fortier, Greater Omaha 

Chamber 
cfortier@selectgreateromaha.com 

 

Membership Director 
Chris Buckingham, Borsheims 

chrisbuckingham@Borsheims.com 
 
 

Fundraising Directors 
Patty Bain, Lodging Dynamics 

Patty.bain@ldhg.com 
Sharon Mize, Green Plains, Inc. 

Sharon.mize@gpreinc.com 
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Agenda: 
5:30pm - Networking/Refreshments/Cash Bar 
6:00pm - Welcome/Roll Call/Inspirational Reading  
6:15pm - Dinner  
6:45pm – Installation of Officers for 2016-2017 and Chapter Business Meeting 

 

.   

    

http://www.ewi-omaha.org/
http://www.ewiconnect.org/
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President’s Message  
(continued from Page 1) 

 
 
Please join us for the September Business Meeting followed by the 

Installation of the new Board at the Greater Omaha Chamber on Wednesday, 

September 28!   

Finally, thank you for your continued commitment to EWI.  Our Chapter is 

strong, growing and continuing to turn heads all over the EWI world.   

“It’s not goodbye, it’s see you later.” 

Jamie Borman 

President, EWI Omaha 

 

 
Introducing Griffin Hartwig! 
 
Born on September 1, 2016, weighing 7lbs. 9oz., 20.5 inches long. 

Griffin is a healthy baby boy with two proud older sisters, Mara age 

8 and Amelia age 5 and happy parents Jason and Alecia Hartwig. 

Alecia is a member of EWI representing McCarthy Capital. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Reviving the EWI Omaha 
Website 
Calling all Geeks! 

 
Do you have experience with website 

design and maintenance – or an interest in 

learning?  EWI Omaha is in need of 

assistance getting our website updated and 

back online.  

 

Sound like something you’d like to find 

out more about? If so, please contact 

Diana Busche at DBusche@blandcpa.com.  

 

 

DATES TO NOTE 
 

 
September 28, 2016 
Installation of Officers & 
Business Meeting at 
Greater Omaha 
Chamber. 
 
October 26, 2016 
Firm Night at AOI 
Corporation. 
 
November 10, 2016 
Caring for Aging Parents 
at SilverStone Group 
(note date change). 
 
December 14, 2016 
Holiday 
Social/Philanthropic 
Activity – location TBD. 
 
 

 

http://www.ewi-omaha.org/
http://www.ewiconnect.org/
mailto:DBusche@blandcpa.com
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Plan now to drop off clothing, shoes, toys, 
bedding, and miscellaneous household items. 
Help us Stuff-a-Truck! Everything you 
donate will be used to provide assistance to 
homeless or near-homeless individuals and 
families. 

 
Where: Dingman's Collison Center   

3510 S 144th St 
When: First Saturday of every month 

Time: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
 

 
Burlington Capital Group Chairman Emeritus Mike Yanney Featured 
Speaker at Business Ethics Alliance Event 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Michael B. Yanney, Chairman Emeritas of Burlington Capital was 

interviewed by his daughter Lisa Roakens, Chairman & CEO of 

Burlington Capital at the Business Ethics Alliance Fall Executive 

Breakfast at the Holland Center on Tuesday, September 6.  

 

Yanney spoke to an audience of approximately 170 people about 

among other topics the ethical conflicts he has encountered 

throughout his career, including working with individuals in 

Russia.   

 

The Omaha World-Herald published an article on the interview, 

the full article can be read here. 

 
EWI Book Nook 
Volunteer opportunity 
 
We are in need of volunteers the EWI Book Nook 
at the Open Door Mission on October 13 from 6:30 
– 7:30. Volunteers check the bookshelves and 
straighten and restock as needed, then select a 
book or two to read to the children. Activities 
and/or snacks are always welcome (these are at 
your own expense) and appreciated by the 
children. If you’re able to help out, please contact 
Cheryl McCall at cmccall@accessbank.com or 
402-763-6006. 
 
 
 

A Note of Condolence 
 

EWI Omaha expresses our deepest condolences to 

the family of Sally Rose Burns. Sally was retired 

from Guaranteed Mutual Insurance (now Lincoln 

Financial Group) and a former life member of EWI 

Omaha.  

 

 
Congratulations Sue & Jim 
 
Sue Burkhard was married to her long-time 
sweetheart Jim Stejskal on September 4, 2016. Sue 
shares that this is the second time around for the two 
of them. Sue is a member of EWI representing 
Westwood Holdings. 
 

 

 

http://www.ewi-omaha.org/
http://www.ewiconnect.org/
http://www.omaha.com/money/omaha-businessman-advocates-accepting-higher-taxes-to-invest-in-state/article_7be6faca-f586-53b7-b99e-22010452fbb1.html
mailto:cmccall@accessbank.com


 

   5 | Page 
 

Omaha Chapter Monthly Newsletter  September 2016 

                  www.ewi-omaha.org  

EWI Corporate Offices / 3860 South 2300 East, Ste. 211, Salt Lake City, UT  84109 / Toll Free: 1.877.4EWI-NOW / Phone: 801.355.2800 / Fax: 801.355.2852 
Online: www.ewiconnect.org     email: ewi@ewiconnect.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
September 

 
Jennifer Chleboun-Soukup            September 4 

Lori Mitera              September 20 

 

October 

Gwen Christensen   October 2 

Christine Fortier   October 4 

Sue Burkhard    October 10 

Jane Allamong   October 23 

 

November 

Alecia Hartwig   November 4 

Patty Bain    November 7 

Glenda Land    November 7 

Carol Armstrong   November 13 

Sheila Fitzgerald   November 19 

Kayla Jones    November 19 

Cheryl McCall    November 27 

Jonna Radtke    November 30 

 
 

CALENDAR OF 
EVENTS 

 

 

 

 

SHARE THE NEWS! 
Send submissions for the Chapter Newsletter to: 
Contact:   Christine Fortier 
Phone:     402-233-7146 
E-mail:   cfortier@selectgreateromaha.com  
 

E X E C U T I V E    W O M E N    I N T E R N A T I O N A L Corporate Office 

3860 South 2300 East, Ste. 211 
Salt Lake City, UT  84109 

Phone (801) 355-2800 
Fax (801) 355-2852 

    Email:  ewi@ewiconnect.com       Website: www.ewiconnect.com 
 

  

 

 
If you know of an occasion 

where we need to send a card on 
behalf of our membership, 

please email Diana Busche at 
dbusche@blandcpa.com 

 

 
 EWI Omaha Chapter FACEBOOK 

https://www.facebook.com/ewiomaha 
 

 
EWI Omaha Chapter Website 

www.ewi-omaha.org 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.ewi-omaha.org/
http://www.ewiconnect.org/
mailto:ewi@ewiconnect.com
http://www.ewiconnect.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ewiomaha
http://www.ewi-omaha.org/
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=facebook+logo&id=B1BB872E048BBAC42E643B605530577BD4E9FAB3&FORM=IQFRBA
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August Meeting Highlights 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ewi-omaha.org/
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FORM 18 
Minutes for the Board of Directors Meeting 

Omaha Chapter 
EWI® 

August 9, 2016  

Call to Order: Access Bank Called to order at 5:10pm by Jamie Borman. 

Roll Call: Gwen Christensen, Cheryl McCall, Patty Bain, Chris Buckingham, Lori Mitera, Diana Busche, 
Kristin Gochenour, Sharon Mize. 
Excused: Christine Fortier, Sheila Fitzgerald 
Guests: 

 

Minutes:  
 
The minutes from the July 2016 Board Meeting are attached.  Is there a motion to dispense with the reading of the 
minutes?  Motion made by Kristin Gochenour.  Seconded by Diane Busche.  All in favor?  Yes 
 
Are there any corrections?  No 
 
Is there a motion to approve the July 2016 Board Meeting minutes?  Motion made by Sharon Mize.  Seconded by 
Kristin Gochenour.  All in Favor? Yes 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
 
The Treasurer’s Report has been disbursed.  The balance in the General Account is $8,346.99.  The balance in the 
EWI Foundation account is $897.12 cash on hand and $84,755.38 in investments for a total of $85,652.50. 
 
Presentation of Statements: 
 
           Name                                         Purpose                                                                     Amount 
EWI Corporate Office     LCAM delegate fee                                             $100.00 
Hap Abraham Catering     Exec Night catering - July meeting                   $3,066.62 
Sharon Mize                   reimbursement for items purchased with                  $79.99 
                               Travel & Transport donation for silent auction basket items   
Patty Bain                  reimbursement for frames used for Silent                  $36.14 
                               Auction - frames kept for future use   
Chad Rutar                  reimbursement for Jamie Borman's LCAM registration     $625.00  
Jamie Borman                  reimbursement for LCAM airfare       $350.46   
Greater Omaha Chamber    reimbursement for President's Pin for Jamie Borman        $192.60 
Kristin Gochenour     reimbursement for luggage fee for WWF                  $35.00 
Diana Busche                  reimbursement for WWF expenses (hotel,                  $313.26 
                               Uber, parking and luggage fee)   
EWI Corporate                  Chapter Insurance (D&O, Liability and State fees)             $360.00 
Host Omaha                                   Website fees                                                                       $47.40 
 
Is there a motion to approve payment of these statements?  Motion made by Diana Busche.  Seconded by Kristin 
Gochenour.  All in favor?   Yes        
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August Recommendations: 

15 President Due to the Corporate Office: 
Delegate Notification, Form AND Fees  this has been completed 
 
31 Vice President/President Elect 
 
Due to the Corporate Office (Electronic copy. Email to: ewi@ewiconnect.com): Corporate Notification of 
Chapter Officers and Directors 
 
Program Director Survey members for feedback on programs, interest in holding firm night 
 

President Copies of proposed Corporate budget provided to delegates/chapter votes to determine if Delegates are 
'informed and uninstructed' or 'informed and instructed' 
 

Public Relations Chair Promote Leadership Caucus to incoming Chapter Presidents and Vice President/President 
Elects 

 

Committee Reports: 

 
Sergeant-at-Arms – Diana Busche:  There were 28 member firms represented by 30 representatives, 0 individual 
members, 1 life members, 0 sustaining members, and 49 guests for a total of 81 present at the July Meeting.  
Percent of total firms represented was 70, percent of total representatives was 73 and percentage of individual 
members was 0.  
 

Communications – Christine Fortier – Absent 
 

Retention and Recruitment – Chris Buckingham –  
Motion put to the floor to extend our boundaries to include Otoe County in Nebraska. Motion made by Gwen 
Christensen.  Seconded by Patty Bain.  All in favor?   Yes 
 
Program – Lori Mitera/Sheila Fitzgerald: Update on meeting locations  
 
Fundraising – Patty Bain/Sharon Mize:  Silent Auction results $2,230.00 
      

Unfinished Business: 
 

Past President’s Night Details 
 

LCAM 2016 – Spokane September 21-24th - attendees 
 

New Business: 

 
Volunteers for Recruiting Booth – August Meeting  
 

Announcements: 

Publication Deadline:  August 12, 2016 
Next Board Meeting:  September 12, 2016 Jobber's Canyon - Bland & Associates Office  
Next Chapter Meeting: Wednesday, August 24, 2016 Gail McWilliams and Past President’s Night 

Adjournment:  

Time:  6:34pm 

Approved:  Submitted:  

Jamie Borman Gwen Christensen 
 

  

http://www.ewi-omaha.org/
http://www.ewiconnect.org/
mailto:ewi@ewiconnect.com
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CASH ON HAND: August 1, 2016 8,346.99$        

INCOME & RECEIPTS

Bank Interest 1.15            

Dues Income - Lori Kaser 100.00        

Executives' Night - individual tickets 1,450.00     

Executives' Night - Firm Sponsorships 7,500.00     

Total Income 9,051.15$   

EXPENSES

EWI Corporate - delegate fees 100.00        

Hap Abraham - catering for July Executives' Night 3,066.62     

Sharon Mize - reimbursement for silent auction basket items using Travel &

       Transport's donation 79.99          

Patty Bain - reimbursement for frames for Executives' Night silent auction 36.14          

Chad Rutar - reimbursement for LCAM registration for Jamie Borman 625.00        

Jamie Borman - reimbursement for LCAM airfare 350.46        

Greater Omaha Chamber - reimbursement for president's pin for Jamie 192.60        

Kristin Gochenour - luggage fee for Wild West Forum 35.00          

Diana Busche - Wild West Forum expenses (hotel, taxi, parking, luggage fee) 313.26        

EWI Corporate - chapter insurance 360.00        

Host Omaha - chaper website hosting fee 47.40          

Total Expenses 5,206.47$   

Net Increase in Funds for Period Ended August 31, 2016 3,844.68          

CASH ON HAND: August 31, 2016 12,191.67$      

**NOTE: $5,395.01 of this cash on hand is the profit from Executives' Night (firm sponsorships

minus the meal costs associated with their sponsorship and the remaining donation

from Travel & Transport above what was used to purchase basket items) and needs

to be transferred to the Foundation Account for scholarships in September.

Period:  August 1 - August 31, 2016

EXECUTIVE WOMEN INTERNATIONAL

OMAHA CHAPTER

TREASURER'S REPORT - GENERAL ACCOUNT

Board Meeting

September 12, 2016

http://www.ewi-omaha.org/
http://www.ewiconnect.org/
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EXECUTIVE WOMEN INTERNATIONAL 
OMAHA CHAPTER 

 
ATTENDANCE REPORT 

 
 
August 24, 2016 

 
Program:  Past President’s Night and Gail McWilliams 
 
Member Firms:   25 
Representatives:   31 

  Individual Member       0 
Life Members:        3 

  Sustaining Members:        1 
  Guests:     _____ 37 

Total Attendance:    72 
 

*Percent of Total Firms:  63% 
*Percent of Total Representatives: 67% 
*Percent of Individual Members         0% 
*Based from Membership Report 
 Firms    40 
 Representatives  46 
 Individual Members  0 

  Life Members   12 
  Transitional Members  0 
  Sustaining Members  2 

 
 
Submitted by: 

 
Diana Busche 
EWI Sergeant-at-Arms 

 
 
 
 

 

http://www.ewi-omaha.org/
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Our Mission 
 

Executive Women International (EWI)  
brings together key individuals from diverse 

businesses for the purpose of promoting 
 member firms, enhancing personal and 

professional development, and encouraging 
community involvement. 

Our Vision 
 

To be a global women’s organization of  
5,000 engaged members empowering others  

for positive change. 
 

Our Values 
 

Integrity | Excellence | Respect | Collaboration 

http://www.ewi-omaha.org/
http://www.ewiconnect.org/

